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Abduction is a global issue
TAKATA Masakazu

\ 4 9th grade, Maizuru City Kasa Junior High School

We cannot just “knmow” about the abduction issue. If Megumi and her family had not been abducted,
they would still be living an ordinary, happy life. Such a daily life was interrupted by the abduction.

In August, I participated in the “Junior High School Summit on the Abduction Issue.” There, I listened
to a lecture by Takuya Yokota, the younger brother of Megumi Yokota, a victim of abduction.

The abduction refers to the incident about fifty years ago when North Korea abducted young
Japanese citizens to train their agents. Although North Korea admitted the fact, only 5 out of 17
abductees have returned. Even after half a century, the abduction issue remains unresolved.

What we can do to solve the abduction issue is to first watch the anime “Megumi.” At the summit, Mr.
Yokota emphasized the importance of thinking about it as a personal matter. It is crucial to watch it
with the mindset of “What if my beloved family or friends were suddenly taken away?” After the
summit, I watched “Megumi” again. It looked completely different. The first time I watched it was
when I was 7th grade. At that time, I watched it as a bystander. Now, I can feel the pain and suffering
of the family. I understood the meaning of “as a personal matter” that Mr. Yokota mentioned, and I
became able to assert it in my own words.

According to a public opinion survey, the percentage of people interested in the abduction issue is
73.6%. As the awareness of the issue fades over time, it is necessary to spread the abduction issue. The
internet and social media are used by a wide range of age groups, from young people to the elderly.
By utilizing information and communication technology, it is possible to disseminate information
widely.

The families of the abductees are aging, and Megumi’s father, Shigeru, passed away in 2020 without
meeting his beloved daughter. Therefore, the abduction issue is a race against time.

Conflicts continue around the world today, such as the invasion of Ukraine and the conflict in
Palestine. It is common to see reports of conflicts when you turn on the TV. However, we must not
forget about the abduction issue. It has been a silent battle for much longer than wars.

From Mr. Yokota’s lecture, the desire of the abductees to “return to Japan as soon as possible” touched
strongly in my heart. The abduction issue is not the past, and Megumi and others are still waiting for
help with the single-minded desire to “meet their families.”

Therefore, I believe that raising our voices in cooperation with the world for the early return of the
abductees will be the driving force for their rescue. As a participant in the summit, I felt a mission to
disseminate the abduction issue. It is necessary to widely disseminate the current situation of the
abduction issue and what we can do. I want to actively participate in future activities for the early
return of the abductees.
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A first step to solve the abduction issue
GU Zui

8th grade, Itano Junior High School

I can't forgive the abduction by North Korea. If I were a member of the family of Yokota
Megumi, I would feel desperate every day of my life. The family lost her, their beloved daughter,
unreasonably by the way of "abduction" and they've never known about her since then. But,
they have never given up and have taken many actions to get her back.

[ didn't know anything about the abduction issue before. I became a participant of JHS summit
this year, so I learned about it. I could understand the fact and severity of it. How about other
junior high school students? When they hear about the abduction issue, what will they think? I
think they will not be interested, and say "I see --- and what?" Probably they don't know about it,
and may think it doesn't matter to them.

[ think it's a big problem that there are many people who don't know about the abduction issue
or think it doesn't matter to them. We should solve this problem first. So, I think it's most
important to change people's mind, from "I don't know about it" to "I have heard of it."

To do that, the most effective way is using internet or SNS to send and receive the information
about the abduction issue. Recently, smartphones are everywhere, and almost all of my
classmates possess them. When we send more messages about the abduction issue using the
internet, then more people that we don't know can receive and understand the issue. It's easier
to use SNS compared to talking to each person, isn't it? However, sending messages using the
internet or SNS may cause insults or misunderstandings. But nevertheless, if we debate about the
issues, many people may watch the debates. That will increase the number of people who know
the issue. Debating about it will deepen our interests in it. Moreover, we should send this
message that "the abduction issue is our own affair." I think this idea is especially important.
Someone may think, "Can we solve the issue in such a way?" The answer is maybe "No" but it's
enough for us, junior high school students. I read the brochure about the abduction issue
published by the government. One question is: What can we Japanese people do to solve the
abduction issue? The answer I found is, "When each Japanese person expresses strong
determination that we will never forgive abductions and we will definitely get all the abductees
back as soon as possible, it will be a strong support to solve this issue."

The abduction happened in the past, but it is the ongoing problem, and hasn't been resolved
yet. I think using internet or SNS is the most effective way to inform the younger generation like
us about the issue. We can even convey this information beyond the border. So, I want people
all over the world to know the issue, not only Japanese. I'm glad if my idea contributes to
resolving the abduction issue.
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Passing The Baton
MORIE Sakura

\ 4 11th Grade, Ehime Prefectural Saijo High School

What would you do if your child suddenly disappeared and never returned? In 1977, this
tragedy actually happened when 13-year-old Megumi Yokota was abducted by North Korean
agents. The story of the Yokota family is a symbol of the abduction issue perpetrated by North
Korea and represents the painful reality Japan continues to face. Despite ongoing efforts, this
severe violation of human rights remains unresolved. As future leaders, we young people have a
responsibility to understand this issue in depth and raise awareness globally. We must take the
baton in this struggle for justice and continue to run forward.

[ first learned about the North Korean abductions when I was in elementary school. At the time,
I was completely unaware of the abduction issue and only truly understood the facts after
recently watching the anime “MEGUMI” in my civics class. Upon watching the movie, I was
deeply moved to learn that, although many decades passed, Megumi’s family never lost hope to
be reunited with her and still pursue the issue in search of the truth. Inspired by their tireless
efforts, I too want to bring greater attention to the abduction issue.

According to the Cabinet Office’s 2023 survey, 73.6% of respondents were concerned about the
abduction issue, down more than 10% from 86.4% in 2013. However, what shocked me most
was that among respondents aged 18-29 only 64.1% were concerned. As the families of those
abducted grow older, it becomes even more critical that we don’t forget the feelings of the
abductees. At my school’s culture festival in November, I'm planning to create original flyers to
raise awareness of the abductions and distribute them to students, teachers, parents and my
wider community. By creating opportunities for everyone to gain awareness, we can achieve the
earliest possible return of all abductees.

In addition, it’s vital to remember this is a global issue that requires international cooperation to
resolve. Abductions by North Korea have been made not only in Japan, but also in many other
countries including China, Thailand, and France. Therefore, I must take advantage of my
English ability to actively participate in many intercultural events and volunteer activities where
I can interact with foreigners and exchange opinions on this issue. By listening to international
perspectives, we can collectively deepen our understanding of the issue.

In conclusion, I strongly believe the abduction issue must be resolved from the perspective that
it’s not simply someone else’s story, but a universal issue every citizen should be concerned with.
By again watching the animation MEGUMI, I was able to feel even closer to the feelings of the
abductees and renew my interest in the issue with even greater strength. Moving forward, [ will
take the baton in this struggle for justice by creating opportunities for people, regardless of
nationality, to become interested in the issue. By taking positive action myself, I hope to become
a bridge to the future that will fulfill the lifelong wishes of the abductees and their families.
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Silent Victims
FUCHIWAKI Uta

11th Grade, Kagoshima Joho High School
A 4

Imagine a family member telling you they are going to the beach to watch the sunset, but they never
return.

This happened to Shuichi Ichikawa and Rumiko Masumoto in 1978 in my hometown Kagoshima when
they were abducted by North Korean agents. Not only were their lives changed, but also the lives of
their families, friends and relatives. Since then, their families have been campaigning, collecting
signatures and appealing to the government to get them home. However, sadly, in 2002, the North
Korean government admitted and apologized for abducting Japanese citizens. They confirmed that eight
of the victims including Shuichi and Rumiko had already passed away. Despite hearing this shocking
news and the lack of North Korea’s transparency, the families still believe their loved ones are alive and
continue to fight for the truth or bring them home.

I actually had the chance to talk with Mr. Ichikawa, the brother of Shuichi Ichikawa. He has gone
through innumerable tough times, but the situation hasn’t really changed. When I talked to my
classmates about the abduction issue, many of them weren’t even aware of this problem and that’s when
I realized that this could be because of the younger generation, and our lack of understanding,
cooperation and help. I feel even more strongly about this issue now because I am the younger
generation. I feel compelled to stand up more for this cause and take action to make sure Mr. Ichikawa
will suffer less. I am taking this opportunity to share with you two solutions.

First, my generation seems to be unaware about these abductions. Mr. Ichikawa told me that he is afraid
of the abduction issues fading away. He also mentioned that, currently the youth are not interested in
petitions and ignore flyers. Ignorance is a major concern and must be acknowledged as one of the
biggest problems. So, we must continue to debate, discuss and deepen our understanding among the
younger generations. I am sure that Mr. Ichikawa would be pleased if we are more willing to work on
this issue.

Second, Mr. Ichikawa said that he desperately wants to hold a summit with North Korea to directly
discuss and negotiate, aiming to change the situation and reach the truth. But to make this happen, all
generations must cooperate with the signature campaign. If people have a strong will, diplomacy will
spread, Mr. Ichikawa said.

Mr. Ichikawa’s mother passed away without seeing her son and could never wear the kimono Shuichi
gave to her. Mr. Ichikawa said when it is Shuichi’s birthday the family can’t talk about him and keeps
silent. While their voices are silent, their house is filled with frog memorabilia from supporters around
Japan. So, he always remains in their hearts as the meaning of frog in Japanese is to return.

The least we can do is sign a petition, keep negotiations open and finally keep engaging the youth to
give the silent victims a voice. Please, let us help keep Mr. Ichikawa’s will alive.
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